• MAR-28-2005 16:56 FROM: 



6169755505 



TO:USPTO 



P. 5 



Applicants 
Serial No. 
Page 



Jason M. O'Krangley and David M. Kruithoff 

10/652,671 

2 



In the Claims : 

PJease cancel Claims 1, 10, 17, and 19. Please amend Claims 2-5, 11> 13, 14, 
1 8, 20, 24, and 27 as follows: 

1. (cancelled) 

2. (currently amended) The undercarriage according to Claim [[1]] JLL wherein said stowed 
position of said first pair of tegs is between said upper and lower planes. 

3. (currently amended) The undercarriage according to Claim [[!]] JX wherein said stowed 
position of said second pair of legs is between said upper and lower planes. 

4. (currently amended) The undercarriage according to Claim [[!]] ii, wherein said second 
pair of legs at least partially extend into said open compartment when moved to their stowed 
position. 

5. (currently amended) The undercarriage according to Claim [[1]] H., wherein said support 
base includes a plurality of journaled members, said journaled members of said support base 
enabling a person move said undercarriage across a support surface when said support base is 
extended over the support surface. 

6. (original) The undercarriage according to Claim S, wherein a group of said journaled 
members are located at a forward end of said support base to form forward journaled 
members. 

7. (original) The undercarriage according to Claim 5, wherein a group of said journaled 
members of said support base are located forward of said rearward legs and rearward of said 
forward legs to form intermediate journaled members wherein said intermediate journaled 
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members provide support for said undercarriage when said forward legs are pivoted to their 
stowed position to thereby ease handling of said undercarriage. 

8. (original) The undercarriage according to Claim 7, wherein said undercarriage has a 
center of gravity, said intermediate joumaled members located at or near said center of 
gravity. 

9. (original) The undercarriage according to Claim 7, wherein said undercarriage has a 
center of gravity, said intermediate joumaled members are located rearward of said center of 
gravity. 

10. (cancelled) 

11. (currently amended) [fThell An undercarriage according - to Claim J Ov wh e r e in for 
transporting a stretcher, said undercarriage comprising: 

a support base adapted for supporting a stretcher, said support base having an 
open compartment and defining an upper plane bounded by an upper surface of said support 
base and a lower plane bounded bv a lower surface of said support base: 

a first pair of legs pivotally mounted to the support base, said first pair of legs 
comprising forward legs; 

a second pair of legs pivotally and slidably mounted to the support ba$e v said 
second pair of legs comprising rearward legs, said first pair of legs being independently 
pivotal about said support base from said second pair of legs: 

a joumaled member provided at the distal ends of_each_leg;_and 

a control system adapted to selectively pivot said first pair of legs to a stowed 
position and to selectively pivot said second pair of lefts to a stowqd position aqd m<$ control 
system fiirther adapted to selectively lengthen or shorten said legs to adjust the height of said 
support base, said control system including a plurality of actuators, said actuators pivoting 
and adjusting the length of said legs, and said actuators compris e comprising cylinders. 
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12. (original) The undercarriage according to Claim 1 1, wherein said cylinders comprise 
hydraulic cylinders. 

13. (currently amended) [[The]] An undercarriage according to Claim 10 for transporting a 
stretcher, said undercarriage comprising: 

a support base adapted for supporting a stretchen said support base having an 
open_compartmcnt and defining an upper plane bounded bv an upper surface of said support 
base and a lower plane bounded bv a lower surface of said support base; 

a first pair of legs pivotally mounted to the support base, said first pair of legs 
comprising forward legs; 

a second pair of legs pivotally and slidablv mounted to the support base, said 
second pair of legs comprising rearward legs, said first pair of legs being independently 
pivotal about said support base from said second pair of legs; 

a journal ed member provided at the distal ends of each leg: and 

a control system adapted to selectively pivot said first pair of tegs to a stowed 
position and to selectively pivot said second pair of legs to a stowed position, and said control 
system further adapted to selectively lengthen or shorten sajdjegs to adjust the height of said 
su pport base, said control system including a plurali.tyj>f actuators* said actuators pivoting 
and adjusting the length of said legs , each of said legs inoludoo including a pivot actuator and 
a height adjustment actuator wherein said pivoting and said adjusting the length of said legs is 
independent. 

14. (currently amended) The undercarriage according to Claim 13, wherein said height 
adjustment actuators are coupled. 

15. (original) The undercarriage according to Claim 14, wherein said actuators comprise 
hydraulic cylinders. 
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1 6. (original) The undercarriage according to Claim 15, wberein said cylinders are 
hydraulically coupled. 



18. (currently amended) The undercarriage according to Claim [[17]] 20, wherein said 
control system is further adapted to selectively lengthen or shorten said legs to adjust the 
height of said support base. 

19. (cancelled) 

20. (currently amended) [[The]] An undercarriage according to Claim 19, wherein for 
transporting a stretcher, said undercarriage comprising: 



extendible into said frame, said second pair of leas comprising rearward legs, said first pair of 
legs being independently pi votalabout said frame from said second pair of legs: 



position and to selectively pivot said second pair of legs to a stowed position in said frame, 
said control system including a plurality of actuators, said actuators pivoting said legs, and 
said actuators comprise comprising hydraulic cylinders. 

21. (original) The undercarriage according to Claim 20, wherein each of said legs includes a 
cylinder, wherein said cylinders of said front legs are hydraulically coupled wherein said front 
legs pivot substantially in unison. 



17. (cancelled) 




a journaled member provided at the distal ends of each leg; and 

a control system adapted to selectively pivot said first pair of legs to a stowed 
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22. (original) The undercarriage according to Claim 21 , wherein said hydraulic cylinders of 
said front legs are physically coupled. 

23. (original) The undercarriage according to Claim 20, wherein said cylinders of said rear 
legs arc hydraulically coupled wherein said rear legs pivot substantially in unison. 

24. (currently amended) [[The]] An undercarriage according to Claim 19, wb e f em for 
transporting a stretcher, said undercarriage comprising: 



extendible into said frame, each of said second pair of legs comprising a rearward leg^said 
first pair of_legs_bcing independently pivotal about said frame from said second pair of legs; . 



position and to selectively pivot said second pair of legs to a stowed position in said frame, 
said control system including a plurality of actuators, said actuators pivoting said legs, 
each of said legs includes including a pivot actuator and a height adjustment actuator, said 
height adjustment actuators for adjusting die length of said legs wherein the height of said 
support base can be adjusted 

25. (original) The undercarriage according to Claim 24, wherein said pivoting and said 
height adjusting is independent. 




a iournaled member provided at the distal ends of each leg; and 

a control system adapted to selectively pivot saidjfirst _pair_of legs to a stowed 
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26. (original) The undercarriage according to Claim 24, wherein said height adjustment 
actuators of at least said front legs arc coupled wherein said front legs lengthen substantially 
in unison. 

27. (currently amended) The undercarriage according to Claim [[17]] 24, wherein said 
support base includes a plurality of joumaled members, said journaled members of said 
support base enabling a person to translate said undercarriage across a support surface when 
said first pair of legs arc pivoted to their stowed position. 



PAGE 10/33 * RCVD AT 3/28/2005 4:51:38 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 9 SVR:USPTO-ffXRF*2/2 1 DN1S:7468000 4 CSID:6169755W5 * DURATION (mm-ss):08-26 



